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14th annual type classification,  
materiel release ceremony held 

Nine items type classified, nine items materiel released in 2003 

By Myra Hess 
 

At a ceremony held to conclude successes made in 2003, ARDEC, in conjunction with 
the Picatinny Chapter of the National Defense Industrial Association, honored those 
teams/organizations/individuals that have made significant contributions that led to Type 
Classifications and also those that led to the Full Materiel Release of ARDEC developed 
items. 

Ralph Campoli, president of NDIA, welcomed everyone to the fourteenth annual Type 
Classification ceremony. 

“It is an honor and privilege to recognize all these organizations, the people and their 
accomplishments,” he said.  “Type Classification/Material Release is a culmination of the 
intense dedication, skill and hard work by members of the Picatinny community and 
industry to provide superior firepower capabilities to our Armed Forces.  “We salute you 
and thank you.” 

Sgt. Maj. Delatha Bell, representing the user, said that Type Classification is important to 
the soldier in the field.  He then led a moment of silence to honor our armed forces, past 
and present, followed by a reading of a short poem about freedom. 

 “We can’t become complacent,” he said.  “There is too much at stake – the lives of our 
Soldiers and our freedom.” 

He continued by saying that “through type classification, we make our Soldiers more 
lethal – we want them to be advanced and to bring them home alive. 

The things we do here are important.  The Soldier is the user, but you are the producer.  
Picatinny is vital to the Soldiers’ survival.” 

ARDEC Technical Director Michael Devine also spoke to all the attendees and thanked 
NDIA for sponsoring the event all these years. 

“This is a great day as we recognize government/industry teams for successful type 
classification and materiel release items,” he said. “This is in essence a graduation 
ceremony of our products.”  



Following Devine, and on behalf of the Program Executive Officer for Ammunition, 
Rene Kiebler, also congratulated the Type Classification/Materiel Release teams 
recognized this year. 

Devine, Kiebler and Campoli then called up the Integrated Product Teams for recognition 
and presented them with awards. 

 

The following items received type classification/materiel release approval during fiscal 
year 2003: 

 
Items that received type classification approval: 
• M908, Cartridge 120 HE-Obstacle-Reduction Tracer  
• M829A3 Armor Piercing, Fin Stabilized Discarding (Armor) Sabot w/Tracer  
• M95/M96, Mortar Fire Control System (Infantry)  
• M930, 120mm Visible Light Illumination Cartridge  
• M107, Caliber .50 Long Range Sniper Rifle  
• M777, towed Lightweight Howitzer, 155mm  
• M100 Ground Mobility Enhanced Navigation System  
• M211, Aircraft Countermeasure Flare (Aviation)  
• M212, Aircraft Countermeasure Flare (Aviation)  

 
Items that received full materiel release approval: 
• M1012/M1013, Non Lethal Cartridge  
• M908, 120mm HE-OR-T Cartridge  
• M4/M320 Selectable Lightweight Attack Munition/Trainer  
• M983, 120mm IR Illumination Cartridge  
• M930, 120mm Visible Light Illumination Mortar Cartridge  
• M120/M121, Towed Mortar System/Carrier Mounted Mortar System  
• M231/M241, Modular Charge Artillery System Propelling Charge/Dummy 

Training Charge  
• M761A1/M767A1, Electronic Time Charge  
• M934A1, 120mm HE Cartridge  

 


