By BRIAN HEATON

LG
l quli':';]\.' Park 2000-WE DID T

That is the slogan being cchoed by officials of
Picatinny Arsenal and Rockaway Township, N1,
after their historic partnership resulted n the buildimg
of the Army base’s new Aquatic Park.

Opened on Memorial Day weekend, the 53.9 mil-
lion. % 5-ucre site was designed by Aquatic
Development Group, based in Cohoes, MY L and bt
by Imperial Construction und Electric of Hillside, N.J

Riggtinny’s
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The main leisure pool spans 12.700-sq. 1., and
has six 25-meter lanes. The zero-depth entry leads out 1o
depth of five feet, although a section 12-fret deep was
installed at the end of one of the lanes for SCUBA certifica-
L1,

While diving is not permitted at the Eaetlity, the leisure
pool has a number of fun activities, Included i this area are
two “ram drops” where water can drop over swimmers, five
gurgling springs, and two water blasters where palrons can
shoot water at one another,

[hirill seekers at the park will not be disappointed euher
Rising almost four stories high are the dual tube slides.
Standing approximately 30-ft. tall, the slides mcasure 130 lin-
gar-fi. long. One shide is completely enclosed, while the other
is apen, Both twist and curve patrons dowwn 1o the water

For these looking for a nice relaxing day on the water, @

lazy river 15 also available. Using single and double person
tubes, the 300 linear-i. long river can hold a maximum ot 92
people; and features a “rain drop” in the middle so riders can
et soked,

Young children also have a place at the new park, A 31-
sq. fi toddler activity arca has a snail shide, agua founlaing, o
weaterfall, and a “tumblebucket” where waler cin he wently
splashed on top of kids from an | B:ft. high perch

In any recreational setting, socializing W ith fellow patrons
is a significant part of daily activity, Catering to this need, the
acility has a large deck and siack bar section, spanning o
cotnbined 23,600-sq, .

Here, 500 lounge and 100 straight-back chairs are set up
for people to relax in the sun and for parents Lo watch over
their children, The snack bar has a separate arca for scating,
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including five 20-
foot funbrellas that
keep  swWimimers
cool and comfort-
able while cating.

Overall, park
officials have been amazed with the reac-
tion of visitors, “1t's been very surprising,” gaid Lee Moreau,
chief of Community and Family Activities at Pieatinny.
“The park is the toast and talk of the town, Some of the cus-
tomers said that it"s hard to believe it’s on a military installa-
tion,”’

The comments from Rockaway vistors cchoed the senti-
ments from the Picatinny community- According to John
Inglesing, the mayor of Rockaway Township, citizens fave
not stopped raving about the facility,

“People are euphoric over i he said. “Tve never seen
o many happy people in one place, The aguatic park has
exceeded expectations and although [ have reccived numer-
onrs thank-you calls, the real credil goes o the designers.”

While the park has been immensely popular, getting i
open for business presented some stressful moments early
on, Two weeks before the scheduled grand opening. bad
weather caused many on base to stanl dowbting the park
would open on fime.

“With 14 days left before we opened, 1t rained 12 of
them.” Moreau remembered. 1t made everyone jittery, As
it turns out, Imperial decided o cover the lap poal and
painted the interior, and although everyone wus betting
against them, they came throueh for us”

According to Karen Kazanchy. the aquatic park’s man-
ager, getting the staft organized and ready for the opening
vims an mitiod challenge.

“Prior to opening. my main facus was hiring and training
the staff." she said. “Putting together the S.00.P, (standard
operation procedures) for the park was also Top priocity.”
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from 11 am; to 7
park were sold to both the Ficatinny and Bockaway |
CoTmunites.

S : =
passes-sold 1o Picatinny Arsenal members and 650 78
lo residents of Rockaway Township,

bt

The aguatic park is open seven days a week, -
7 p.m., and memberships to the

The facility is sold out for the season, with 250 =8

“We put more money into the project and got less passes,
our pricing philosophy 1s that our parinered customers pay

AContined

The Pool Cleaner of Choice for Champions
and Championship Facilities...Like Yours!

UL TRA

N1 A DOC

Now you can have the cleaner which can clean
your olympic-size pool in about an hour!

“Ultramax’s micro-filtration system makes
sure the water in which | compete is as
clean as it can be.”

Josh Davis, Triple Gold Medal Winner in
Atlanta and Capiain of the American
Championship Swinnming Team

Josh Davis knows how powerful
the UltraMAX is and just how
completely the UltraMAX by
Aqua Products cleans any
commercial pool.

Call today and find out

how an Aqua Products
commercial cleaner can
henefil your facility.

Aqua Products, Inc. 800-221-1750

25 Rutgers Ave. Cedar Grove NJ 07009 Fax: 973-857-B981
Internet - www.aguaproducts.com E-Mail - aquainfo@acl.com
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PICATINNY ARSENAL
AQUATIC PARK

Size: 8.5 acres  Cost: 33.2 million

Design: Aqualic Daveloprment Group

Construction: Imparial Constuction
and Electric

Picafinny rasidanisBnsioyesas

Guest Fee - 57 per person
Daily Fee (for opive dufy palions
pssignedfaliaehed f Piealinny - 53

SEASON PASS

MO0 (single) - §75

NCO (Familyy - 100

Officer (single) - 3100

Officer (fomilyd - 5125

Civilian ¢single) - 5125

Civitian (family) - 5150

DoD Controcior (singia) - 3160
Dol Confractar (il - 3175

Rockaway Townshin Residents

SEASON PASS

Chartar Membership (irst 500 famitias)
~B150 fwath S375 annucl dues)
Requlor Membership Gesidenidarmill)

- S425

Regquiar Membarship
(non-residentfaminy) - §485

Regular Membership (single) - S225

Equipment Roster

Rain Drop Producss, LLC: 1 Rain Drop
Water Ploy Feaiure, 1 Tumblabuckets
Wales Play Featurs, 2 Tee Cups Waler
Play Fantures

NBES Intemotionol | Saoshell Slida, 3
Watardrop Play Struchuras

PraShide 1 hdventure Cross Wiater
Tubing Fide, 1 Adveniure Claar Woter
Body Sliding Rids, 1 Advenfure Biock
Waotar Body Sliding Ride J
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two times the government rate,” Moreau expluined.

“However, because people are moving in and out of

Picatinny all the tme, we do permit those moving in to the
community o purchase season passes.”

Park History

The agréement between the two governmental entities for

the building of the park was reached as a result of the lack of

adequate recreational agquatic facilities al Picatinmy and in
Rockaway.
The pact continued a trudition of

the shde itself, Mavbe in two to three years we'll have the
money needed o by i

Parkmg is an issue the staff is still a bt unsettled about
Although 290 parking spaces are available, the lots were
almost full in late May and early June,

“The park is right in the middle of a military neighbor-
hood, so the parking demand 15 shahtly lower because those
people can walk,” Moreau said, “However, when school is
out. and the weather gets nicer, the lots will be completely
full. We're not at maximum yet, but it's getting there. 5o

Comterieeed

sharing facilities at the arsenal with
the local community, as recreational
fields, a fitness center, and the old
pool had been used jontly for vears,

Joseph Fionilla, director of Parks,
Recreation, and Senior Services
for Rockawav Township, 1old
Gavernment Recreation & Fiiness
last July that a brochure was matled to
the citizens of Rockaway explaining
the idea for the new aquatic park.

Prior to a Rockaway Township
council meeting held two years ago,
500 families contributed a deposit on
the facilitv. setung the stage for jts
construction. With the park now up
and running, making the parlnership
work on such a grand seale is 2 con-
tinumg challenge for both parties,

“It looks great in theory, but we
have to make it work in practice,”
Moredu said, “The goal is to provide
both communities with a state-of-the-
art park for the next 30 vears.”

Inglesimo encouraged using the
past and present Pleatinny/Rockaway
partnersiips s models to other mili-
tary mstallations for the future:

“This concept should be devel-
aped und encouraged throughout the
military,” he said, “It is much more
economical, and bases can raise funds
by working with local communitics to
improve lives,

“We are pleased o be the so-
called “guinea pig’ for this type of
agreement, and have had a lot of sue-

GSA Contract #

pess.” GS-07F-9167G

Equipment And Supplies For
Construction » Operation
Maintenance « Restoration
Of Commercial Swimming
Pools And Water Parks.

Future Additions

While the park is enjoving some
carly success, officials on base are
planning for ways w improve it in the

IN PRINT

Call, write, fax or e-mail your
request for your FREE copy of
our 2000 SwimTime Catalog

ONLINE
atwww.swimtime.com
or e-mail sales@swimtime.com

future.

“Well, in the inial design of the
park, we wanted @ third tube slide,”
Morcau recalled. “The infrastructure
14 there for it, but we need 1o purchase
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ZEBEC

Quality You Can
Count On!

s¢3ther Water Sports products also avallabie™

ZEBEC of North America, Inc.
FO Box 18031, Fairfield, Ohio 45018
Tel (513) 829-5533 (800)909-3232

Fax (513) B58-6544
E-mail: zebec@zebat. com
Web site: www.zebec com
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extra parking may be a need in the future.”

Oin the creative side, the official name ol the park w il ks be determined
in the futare. Simply called “The Aquatic Park,” Moreay stated that a sugges-
tion program would be set up for the naming of the facility based on customer

experiences from the summue.
“It"s really amazing how popular this place is ulready
“Peaple drive by just to look. 1t's really sormething.”

" he hoasted,
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UNIQUE

ATTENTION-GETTING
PADDLE BOATS
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Website: www.adventure-glass.com

maneymakers more models
ADVENTUREGLASS
201 E. Epworth Forest Rel. P.O. Box 467 ‘
@TURE% North Webster, IN 46555
S5 s % 2198342554 8005662551
e —— Fax: 219-834-2809
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